[Postoperative intensive care after thymectomy for myasthenia gravis].
The post-operative management of the myasthenic patient after thymectomy through sternotomy has changed in the last decades. After years of routine preoperative tracheostomies followed by routine prolonged intubation nowadays it is possible to wean the patients from the ventilation and to extubate them early after surgery while reintroducing the acetylcholinesterase inhibitors therapy. A series of 15 patients operated on between 1985 and 1988 for removal of thymic rests or thymoma is presented and confirms this evolution. The clinical and gazometric criteria allowing an early weaning from the ventilator are analyzed. However certain patients with the most severe forms of myasthenic still need prolonged ventilatory support.